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Pan American is a K through 8 charter school founded by Congreso 
in September 2008. Governed by a committed Board of Trustees, Pan 
American Academy provides high-quality education to over 700 students in 
eastern North Philadelphia. A vibrant community that is home to the city’s 
largest concentration of Latinos, eastern North Philadelphia also faces many 
urban challenges. Congreso created a charter school that incorporated 
comprehensive supports into the educational model to help the community’s 
vulnerable children excel in school and beyond. Pan American Academy 
Charter School is the first International Baccalaureate elementary school in 
Philadelphia.

Pan American Charter School wanted an environment where  children can 
learn  and  grow. Bellia  introduced an array of colors for seating and multiple 
styles of tables for each classroom. The school was able to have a personality 
of its own while still maintaining consistency. With this concept, Bellia stepped 
away from the traditional desk and chair type classroom and moved towards a 
new,  fun, and engaging environment.
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